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WHITE PLAINS COMMON COUNCIL TO VOTE ON REDEVELOPMENT OF WESTMORELAND AVENUE SITE
First Action as a Result of City Zoning Changes in Area

White Plains, NY – March 7, 2016.  In August of 2015, the Common Council approved a forward thinking rezoning of the Westmoreland Avenue corridor from LI Light Industrial to LI-M Light Industrial Mixed Use. The new LI-M District was specifically created to encourage the transformation of this light industrial area of the city by permitting multi-family residential uses alongside light industrial. 

This corridor was identified as a good fit for multi-family residential because it is located near the City’s public transportation hub, which centers around the White Plains Metro-North Station, and ties in well with the redevelopment study of that area now being conducted by the City. 
Mayor Tom Roach initiated the zoning change. “The Westmoreland Avenue corridor has ‘great bones.’ There are buildings in the area which have a lot of potential. I saw the zoning amendment as a way to enable that change,” said Mayor Roach.  “This area is also seen daily by thousands from the train on the approach into the White Plains Metro-North station,” Mayor Roach continued. “For many, it represents their first glimpse of White Plains. We want people to look out the window and see a vibrant, urban neighborhood with a mix of uses that has maintained its unique character and think, ‘That looks like a great place to live!’”


(More)

Those efforts are starting to bear fruit. At its March meeting tonight the Common Council is set to approve a special permit and site plan for Norden Lofts, LLC for a proposed multi-family adaptive reuse and transit oriented development of the existing industrial building at 121 Westmoreland Avenue.  

Norden Lofts proposes to convert the existing 48,000 square foot, six-story industrial building into a 56,424 square foot residential building. The converted building will contain a total of 65 rental units, consisting of 42 studio apartments; 18 one bedroom apartments; and five two bedroom apartments.  The existing basement will feature amenities for residents, including community room, bike storage, fitness room, and bocce court. The structure was previously occupied by Norden Systems, which opened in 1947, and most recently by Arc of Westchester Association, an organization that provides services to persons with disabilities.  Under the previous zoning, the property had remained vacant for more than a decade.

As with the Pavilion redevelopment, which was approved by the Common Council in February, the City will assess a parks and recreation impact fee on the applicant. The fee is calculated on a per residential unit basis and for this project it will total $176,500. The impact fee will be used exclusively to enhance existing city parks and playgrounds or build new ones. 

About the Neighborhood
Westmoreland Avenue is a one way roadway in an industrial area that abuts the residential Fisher Hill neighborhood; the Metro-North railroad to the north; and Rochambeau Alternative High School to the southwest. There are established industrial uses in the area, including a welding shop, auto towing business and auto repair, warehousing, self-storage facility, and building materials suppliers. In addition, the City owned Kittrell Park is located within 150 feet of the Westmoreland Avenue corridor. Last year, the City completed a renovation of the public pool at Kittrell and this year the City will be enhancing the playground portion of the park. Kittrell Park is already heavily used by area residents. It is anticipated that the addition of 65 new loft-style apartments will both complement and enhance existing neighborhood character.
#  #  # 
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